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Robert Odawi Porter is the President of the Seneca Nation of Indians.  During his 20 year career as a attorney and legal scholar, he has focused on the protection and revitalization of Indigenous nations and peoples.  Currently he is on leave as a Professor of Law and Dean’s Research Scholar of Indigenous Nations Law at Syracuse University.  He is also the founder and director of the Center for Indigenous Law, Governance & Citizenship and formerly the Senior Associate Dean for Research at the Syracuse University College of Law.  

From 2004 until his election as Seneca president in November 2010, President Porter served as the Nation’s Senior Policy Advisor and Counsel.  In that role, he served as the Nation’s chief counsel and oversaw all of the Nation’s legal affairs and relations with foreign governments.  He began his service in the Seneca Nation government in 1991 upon his appointment as the Nation’s first Attorney General.  During his nearly four year term, he developed an in-house legal department to administer the Nation’s legal affairs and administered the Nation’s law enforcement agencies.  His representation of the Nation over the years has focused on protecting and defending the Nation’s sovereignty and inherent treaty rights from encroachment by foreign governments, as well as promotion of institutional governmental development and economic growth.  He has developed particular expertise in the area of tribal tobacco regulation and defense, having authored the Seneca Nation’s Import-Export Law and represented the Nation against taxation efforts by New York State for many years.
President Porter also serves the Seneca Nation of Indians as the Chairman of the Management Committee of Seneca Holdings, LLC, the Nation’s wholly-owned venture capital firm.  In 2009, the Nation Council established Seneca Holdings for purposes of diversifying the Nation’s governmental revenue stream and committed $28 million in seed capital.  

President Porter began his scholarly career in 1995 when he was appointed to the law faculty of the University of Kansas, where he earned tenure.  In 2002, he joined the faculty of the University of Iowa and was recruited to Syracuse a year later.  He has been an Adjunct Professor at the University of Buffalo, the University of Tulsa, and Haskell Indian Nations University and was the Founding Director of the Tribal Law and Government Center at the University of Kansas.  He has taught and written extensively on Indigenous sovereignty and colonialism, tribal law and governance, and federal Indian regulatory law, including over 20 scholarly articles in leading law journals and a book, Sovereignty, Colonialism & the Indigenous Nations, published in 2005 by Carolina Academic Press.  

President Porter has been a contributor to the mass media, including the New York Times, Buffalo News, and Indian Country Today.  He has lectured widely and served as a consultant or counsel to a variety of American Indian nations and tribes, Indian-owned businesses, federal, state, and local governments, and Fortune 500 corporations. 

President Porter is a 1986 graduate of Syracuse University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and economics magna cum laude and Harvard Law School where he received his Juris Doctorate degree in 1989.  He is admitted to the practice of law in the Seneca Nation, the States of Connecticut and New York, and the District of Columbia.  He has worked at the international law firms of Dickstein, Shapiro & Morin in Washington, D.C. and Baker & Hostetler in Cleveland, Ohio.  He is a Heron Clan Seneca and was raised on its Allegany Territory where he resides with wife, Odie, and their children.  
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